In their article, on the static treatment of paralytic lagophthalmos with autogenous tissues, Dr Pirrello et al. \[[@CR1]\] state: "The word lagophthalmos derives from the Greek terms λαγος (hare) and οφταλμος (eye). It is a condition in which the eyelids are unable to close the palpebral aperture completely and cover the whole eye. Hares in fact sleep with their eyes open." This statement requires some etymologic remarks.

The belief that hares sleep with their eyes open can be found in the literature ever since the ancient Greek and Roman societies \[[@CR2], [@CR3]\]. For a long time the hare's habits were hardly known. The hare was a mysterious creature and became the subject to much folklore \[[@CR2], [@CR4]--[@CR6]\]. Nowadays, however, many of the mysteries about the hare are disproved as we are now better able to observe hares with our modern filming techniques \[[@CR2]\]. We now know that hares are able to close their eyes and that they do not sleep with their eyes open (Fig. [1](#Fig1){ref-type="fig"}) \[[@CR2], [@CR6], [@CR7]\]. Fig. 1A hare with its eye closed (with permission from Mason \[[@CR7]\])

One of the first to use the medical term lagophthalmos was the Roman encyclopaedist Aulus Cornelius Celsus (ca. 30 BC to ca. 45 AD) \[[@CR8], [@CR9]\]. Celsus defined lagophthalmos as a shortening of solely the upper eyelid, in contrast to ectropion, which he defined as a shortening of the lower eyelid \[[@CR8], [@CR10]\]. It is interesting to notice that ever since its first use there seems to have been no consensus on whether lagophthalmos should be defined as an affection of the upper eyelid, the lower eyelid, or both. Moreover, the terms lagophthalmos and ectropion were mixed up \[[@CR11]\].

Today, there finally seems to be consensus. Lagophthalmos is defined as the inability to close the eyelids \[[@CR1]\]. The current definition is based on the ancient belief that hares sleep with their eyes open. However, from a biological point of view this definition is astonishing, since now we designate patients who are unable to close their eyes as having hare eyes, while hares in fact sleep with their eyes closed.
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